
Mavros Road, Elizabeth Downs 5113 Phone: 8255 6380 Fax: 8287 1564  

Email: dl.1038.admin@school.sa.edu.au 

Term Dates  

 

Assembly  

Thursday 1st April 

9:00am  

 

Good Friday  

2nd April  

Easter Monday  

5th April 

 

Last day of term  

Friday 9th April  

Dismissal @ 2pm 

 

 

Dear families,  

On the 1st of March students in the 5 -7 classes took part in Traffic 
Crossing Monitor training. This was a great session conducted by a 
Sargeant from SAPOL's traffic control center. In term 2 the students will 
start duties at our crossing to ensure the safety of all our students and to 
ensure everyone is parking and stopping in the correct places. Thank you to 
those who have already sent your permissions back, if you haven't please do 
so ASAP.  
 
Last week Ms. Beards’ students were involved in the  NAPLAN trial. This 
provided our students the opportunity to become familiar with NAPLAN 
processes and also to make sure our ICT equipment can cope with multiple 
tests being conducted at the same time. NAPLAN testing begins on 
Tuesday 11th May (week 3, term 2) if you have any concerns please don’t 
hesitate to come and talk to me.  

 
South Downs Primary School Governing Council 

are running an Easter Raffle which will be drawn this 
Thursday 1st April at the assembly. 

  
If you still have tickets at home please return them to the front office with 

the money ASAP. 
  

A huge thank you to all of our wonderful staff who took the year 5—7 
students on camp last week. Events like these take hours of planning, 
organising and many hours of lost sleep and loss of family time. I have 
heard some wonderful stories from the students and look forward to seeing 
some more photos.  

A reminder that School Fees and School Card Invoices were sent home for 
the 2021 Materials and Services fees. These are due by Friday 9th April. If 
you are eligible for School Card please complete your application online at 
sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard by 9th Apr il.  

A big farewell to the Shannon family. Oliver, Lucy and Vincent along with 
their family are moving to Queensland. All the best for your  new 
adventure.  

With this being our last newsletter before the Easter break, and the term, I 
would like to take this opportunity to wish all families a safe and happy 
Easter and have a fantastic break.  

Regards,  

Bec Jamieson 

TERM 1 WEEK 9 2021 



From Room 9 ….  

Hi, my name is Ms Nathanael and I am the teacher in the 

Reception/Year 1 classroom, Room 9. 
This term has been very productive. The new receptions have 
settled into routines well and becoming familiar with school life. 
We have been learning about syllables, rhyming words, 
beginning and ending sounds as well as onset and rime. We have 
learnt the letters m, s, t, a and p and the sounds they make. 
 
In Maths we have been working on number sense. This is 
sequencing numbers in the right order, how many a certain 
number is as well as before/after and more/less. We have looked 
at patterns, sorting and classifying. 
 
During weeks 5, 6, 7 & 8 Sporting Schools came to visit and the 
whole school took part in some gymnastics sessions. The whole 
school enjoyed the sessions run by Megan. 
 
Mellisa said "I loved everything about it." 
 
Emily said " Thank you because it was very fun." 
 
Charlie said "I liked the monkey bar the best." 
 
Sharlee said "I like the rings and swinging from them." 

Renae Nathanael 



From Room 10 ….  

We have had an excellent start to the term with some outdoor 

education! Room 10 have been learning about capacity and volume. They 
have been using the sandpit to understand measuring in millilitres and 
litres . We have also been learning how to make realistic predictions and 
test our results accurately!   
 

Tracy Carlisle-Smith 

 

 

 



From Room 11 ….  

 

 

 

This term has been a busy one so far. We have been learning about Physical Science this term. 

The Receptions/Year 1 students have been looking at how things move. They  have looked at how their 

bodies move on the new playground and what it takes to move toys. 

 

Year 2/3’s and 3/4 classes have been looking at heat and how it is 

produced as well as how it moves in contact from something warm or 

hot to something cooler. They have tested how different places can 

warm metal teaspoons. 

 

Year 5/6 students have been learning about light. How it moves in straight 

lines and how shadows can appear larger or smaller depending how close 

they are to the light source. 

Year 6/7 students have been looking at different types of energy and how it 

can change form such as a water bottle being pushed by kinetic energy, 

falling using gravitational potential and landing with a thud of sound 

energy. 

 

Fiona Ratcliffe 

 

Science Update 



From Room 12 ….  

It’s great to see our students arriving on time and ready to learn.  

We have established our morning routines and have implemented our morning meetings that remind 
ourselves of the school’s expectations: be kind, be safe and be a learner as well as discussing other skills 
we could be working on as a class like resilience and not blurting. 

The beginning of term was spent working on creating a cohesive and supportive environment within our 
classroom. Themes included teamwork and having pride in our work. 

Now we have shifted to a curriculum focus. During English we have introduced the InitiaLit and Heggerty 
programs which explicitly teach and revise essential reading and grammar knowledge and skills and in 
writing we’ve been exploring the structure of Narratives and Persuasive texts. Maths has a number focus 
this term including place value, odd and even numbers and number lines. Various activities have occurred 
in other areas and we’ve been lucky enough to have a team from the Sporting Schools initiative run a 
series of Gymnastic sessions.  

Enough from us, have a read about what the students have to say: 

“What I have really enjoyed this term is math, Heggerty, literacy, reading and Science.” (Neema) 

“I like maths and Heggerty the most. I like rhyming words and compound words.” (Hera) 

“I like reading and maths the most. I like even and odd maths questions.” (Imogen) 

“I love school so much. What I like the most is maths.” (Darcy) 

“So far I have really, really liked maths with the laptops.”  (Jayden) 

“So far, I have really enjoyed doing Literacy and maths.” (Isabela) 

 

Julie Maier 



TO ALL PARENTS OF YEAR 6 and 7 STUDENTS  

This year marks the start of a new phase for our education system, as we finalise our preparations to 

welcome your year 6 or year 7 child to high school in 2022. 
 
Schools are working incredibly hard to ensure they are prepared for the move of year 7 to high school. 
As a department, we are making sure that your school has all the support they need to make this transition 
smooth and successful for you and your child. 
 

This is a special year for students 
It is a unique year, as year 6 and year 7 students will for the first and only time end their primary school 
journey together. We want your child to have a positive experience in their final year of primary school. 
We understand the importance of rites of passage, such as graduation ceremonies, and 
our primary schools will do their very best to make this a memorable occasion for both year 6 and year 7 
students. 
 
Enrolling in high school for 2022 
This year, families of year 6 and year 7 students will both be applying for and enrolling in high school 
through the department’s statewide transition process. 
You will receive details from your primary school early this year about how to apply for and enrol in 
your local public high school, so I encourage you to keep an eye out for this key information. 
 
We are working together 
The move of year 7 to high school is a big change for you and your child. 2021 is going to be a busy year 
of preparation by our public education system and schools across the state. 
As a parent, you can feel confident in knowing that we are working together at every level to make the 
move a success. 
 

Stay informed through your school and the Department for Education’s website: 
www.education.sa.gov.au/7toHS 

 
The online process for students beginning secondary school in 2022 is soon to begin. In term 2 an email 
will be sent with a unique link to the form. ALL STUDENTS must have a submitted application form. If 
attending a non-government school in 2022, the application form will ask you to state which school and if 
your child has been accepted at that school. 
This is because every child will have a place held for them at a public school until otherwise advised. 
 
Parents need to be in agreement as to who will fill out the form. 
Please make sure you have discussed the transition process and any decisions made with the other parent/
caregiver of your child. Only one form can be filled in and submitted. The online form is generated with 
the information on record of the parent who replied to the Address/Email confirmation. If the form is 
accessed by the other parent/caregiver they will receive an error message and will need to discuss with the 
parent who has filled out and submitted the form. 
 
Shared custody 
If you have shared custody of your child please advise the school as soon as possible which parent/
guardian at which email and postal address will fill out the form to ensure emails go to the cor rect 
address with the correct information. 
 
 

Preparing for High School  2022 …. 


