
Mavros Road, Elizabeth Downs 5113 Phone: 8255 6380 Fax: 8287 1564  

Email: dl.1038.admin@school.sa.edu.au 

Term Dates  

Friday 5th March  

Assembly 9am 

 

Monday 8th March  

Adelaide Cup Public 

Holiday  

 

15th—19th March  

School Dentist  

 

2nd April 

Good Friday  

5th April 

Easter Monday 

 

Dear families,  

The last few weeks for the students have been very exciting. The           

playground was finally finished and it has been hours of fun . The year 6/7 

students went off for their annual aquatics day and had a blast surfing, 

kayaking, snorkelling and sailing. Preparation for the year 5 –7 camp is 

well on the way. This takes hours of organisation from the staff and I thank 

them for all the effort they go to, to make these events happen.  

It has been rather chilly in the mornings requiring students to wear jumpers. 

A reminder that our school uniform is maroon, including jumpers. If a child 

has a different coloured jumper they are able to wear under their polo but 

not over the top. We have a number of good second hand jumpers in the 

office for $5 if you would like to purchase one.  

Attendance, as always is something we are working at improving. If your 

child is absent please ring the office before 9:30 to let us know. Our policy 

is to ring families every day when a students is away and we don’t know 

why.  

School interviews will be held in week 8. Interviews provide an excellent 

opportunity for parents and teachers to discuss students’ academic achieve-

ments / goals, social interactions and other specific individual needs. As 

with previous years, a note will come home. Please make sure you return it 

ASAP as time slots fill up fast.  

The school dentist visits are 15th-19th March. Please return the envelope 

with your Child’s details to the front office next week. 

 

If the school does not have your email address you will 

receive a note, please complete it and return asap so that 

you can receive your newsletter via email. 

 

Regards,  

Bec Jamieson 

 

 

TERM 1 WEEK 6 2021 



 

The Primary Class have settled in well in our new classroom 

‘Room 3’.  We have welcomed back some familiar faces as well as 

some new friends.  Each day we have our morning meeting where 

we are learning about our school values ‘Be Kind, Be Safe and Be 

a Learner’ and the different ways we can greet people.  

We are working hard at our learning in Literacy and Numeracy and 

are excited about some of the activities we are doing in our other 

subjects.  In Technology, we are learning to save and open 

documents on a USB and working on our typing skills.  In 

Geography, we are learning about Australia and its different states 

and capital cities.  And in Science with Ms Clarke we are learning 

about living things and have some new class pets to look after.  

Shakira and Jakaiyan are proud to represent the unit as part of the 

Student Voice Team and are enjoying learning about leadership 

and how they can help make the school even better.  They are both 

very excited to receive their special badges at assembly. 

The year 5, 6 and 7 students in Room 3 are looking forward to 

attending the school camp at Woodhouse in week 9.  We have been 

watching videos about some of the activities that we will get to do 

and reading the menu of all the delicious things we will eat. 

We are looking forward to participating in lots of fun learning and 
activities this year in Room 3. 

Laura Robinson 

From Room 3 …. 



 

In Room 4 of the Disability Unit we have been learning about Living and Non

-Living things in Science. We have been reading stories about Living Things 

and our favourite is The Very Hungry Caterpillar. The students enjoy retelling 

this story during their educational play. Last week we welcomed some class 

pets to Room 4. We have a butterfly chrysalis and two stick insects, which the 

students named Jeff and Jim. The children are eagerly awaiting the moment in 

which a butterfly emerges, just like in the Very Hungry Caterpillar. Room 3 

students have been finding out about the needs of humans and animals. They 

are putting this learning into practice, helping to look after our class pets, 

collecting food for them to eat and ensuring they have the right conditions to 

survive. We have also set up a stick insect hatchery and we are hoping to see 

some baby stick insects come out of the eggs soon.  

In PE we have been enjoying our weekly swimming lessons at the Aquadome, 

making for very sleepy and weary students on Thursday afternoons.  During 

Health lessons the students are exploring and identifying their emotions and 

how they affect those around us. We are developing the skills to be able to 

recognise these emotions in others and ourselves, and will build on strategies to 

aid self-regulation and to deal with big emotions throughout the year. Some of 

the strategies we have tried include yoga and breathing techniques during 

mindfulness sessions.  

Cooking lessons are all about learning skills to be independent, and to follow 
instructions to achieve the same end result. Students have been making their 
own toast, spreading condiments on bread, and as a special treat we made 
pancakes for Shrove Tuesday. Older students have been following visual 

recipes to make breakfasts that aren’t cereal or toast. We have made our own 
healthy versions of Apple Pop Tarts, Bacon and Egg muffins and Banana 
Bread. Students do their own dishes and help with the clean up afterwards. 

They then use their comprehension skills to complete literacy activities about 
the recipe and participate in the joint construction of the recipe procedure                                            
during writing sessions.  

Amanda Clarke 

 

 

From Room 4 …. 



 

Room 5 is one of the new additions to South Downs Disability Unit in 2021. My name is Bec Flanagan 

and I am the class teacher, I have worked at South Downs as a SSO for the past 2 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art has been a big hit with the Room 5 students, we have made circle paintings using recycled materials, 
craft activities with the first letter of our name, and for Valentine’s Day we made some art work and 
Valentine ’s Day cookies for our families! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our focus for Term 1 is to develop positive social skills through interacting kindly with each other, 
focusing on sharing and turn taking. In the photos below you can see Room 5 practising positive social 
skills.  These skills have been transferred into the new playground, which Room 5 are loving!!! They’ve 
been really brave with exploring the new equipment including the rock-climbing wall and fireman’s pole.  
 
The students in Room 5 have also shown some responsibility in the yard, setting a great example for our 
younger students.  

 

 

Bec Flanagan 

From Room 5 …. 



 

Hello and welcome to Room 6. My name is Dimi and I am the classroom teacher. This term the main 

focus for Room 6 has been settling into school, getting to know each other and participating in fun 
learning activities. Room 6 have particularly enjoyed completing themed art activities, which has involved 
lots of painting, paper collages and colouring in. The Hungry Caterpillar was a theme we absolutely loved 

learning about and creating art pieces to display.  

 

Below are some photos of the wonderful art work we have completed. It has been great to see the students 
in Room 6 participate in these activities and show off their creative skills! 

 

Dimi Iaconis 

 

 

From Room 6 …. 



 

 

My name is Miss Aimee, and I am lucky enough to be teaching in room 

7 in the disability unit this year which is filled with seven eager, bright, and 

inquisitive learners. As well as spending much time getting to know each 

other, the students and I have also spent a lot of time exploring sensory play 

and different art concepts.  

 

Each week on a Wednesday afternoon the 

students in room 7 and I focus on a 

different type of sensory play. So far, we 

have made dinosaur gloop, an ice table, 

fluffy paint and explored with spaghetti 

cutting.  

 

Sensory play encourages children to 

explore and investigate through different 

activities that stimulates touch, smell, taste, 

sight, and hearing.  

 

Additionally, students have been exploring and experimenting with 

different materials and techniques to make artworks. This includes a woolly 

green sheep linked to our shared text, vegetable printing, painting with 

bubbles and experimenting with crayon water colours. This has been a great 

opportunity for students to explore their artistic sides.  

It is great to see the students so engaged in their learning!  

Aimee Cook 

From Room 7 …. 



 

 



 

 

Community News …. 




