TERM 3 WEEK 9 2020
On Friday 28th August we had a special assembly to celebrate our wonderful SSO’s. SSO’s play a vital role in the successful running of our school and
working with our teachers and students in every class. Words can not describe how grateful and honored we all are to work with such an amazing,
dedicated and caring group of people.
School Assessments
Term 3 is a significant time of the year for student assessments that are collected from the Department. As you may be aware, due to Covid-19,
NAPLAN testing was not undertaken this year. However, over this term, our
teachers have been implementing a range of other testing processes.
Our Year 1 teachers have just completed the Phonics Screening Check. This
is a short, simple assessment that tells teachers how students are progressing in phonics which ultimately helps our students to become successful
readers. It takes only 5–7 minutes and is carried out by classroom teachers
with each student individually. Teachers then analyse the results and, if
necessary, plan for any additional support that students might require. I am
pleased to say that our results have improved significantly this year with 53%
of students achieving the expected benchmark, or higher, compared to
10% in 2019.
Our students have also completed the on-line Progressive Achievement
Tests, commonly known as “PAT”. These are multiple-choice tests designed
to help teachers determine achievement levels of students in Mathematics
& Reading Comprehension. PAT tests are also important because they
identify the progress a student is making from year to year. The growth we
have seen in many of our students is a credit to the effective teaching and
learning that is happening in classrooms.
At the end of the term, we are also required to submit our running record
data for year 1 and 2 students. We take regular running re cord of chil-

dren’s oral reading and assess their comprehension of the text. Running records are a tool to determine children’s reading competence
with specific levels of books (e.g. degrees of difficulty).

Term Dates
End of Term 3
25th September
wk.10

Early Dismissal
Friday 25th
September 2pm
wk.10

Casual Day
Friday 25th
September wk.10
Start of Term 4
12th October

wk.1

A summary of all the results will appear in our annual report.
Congratulations! Lastly, a big congratulations to David Molloy who has won
the Wellbeing Leader position at South Downs Primary School for the next 3
years. We thank you for everything you have done so far this year and look
forward to continuing to work with you in the future.

Mavros Road, Elizabeth Downs 5113 Phone: 8255 6380 Fax: 8287 1564
Email: dl.1038.admin@school.sa.edu.au

ROOM 5
Dear Parents,
In Room 5 we have been learning about Aboriginal culture, through Art, Literature, Design Technology, Dance
and History. We have been reading an Aboriginal story
called 'Wurradi Wondee and the Dancing Brolgas', we
investigated about hunting in factual books, designed,
made and tested Aboriginal style shelters to see if they
can withstand the sun, rain and wind, used the dot
painting technique to create animal pictures and we
created our own animal dance.

ROOM 6/7
This Term Room’s 6 and 7 have been learning about recycling and saving the ocean.
Room 6 have enjoyed watching videos and reading
stories about the different sea creatures we can save.
Room 6 created a poster for Science Week which included the different sea animals. We have also spoken
about putting our rubbish in the bin and where it might
end up if we don’t.
Room 7 have enjoyed learning about different plastics,
cardboard and paper that can be recycled and how it
can help save the environment. Room 7 also made
posters for Science Week, looking at some of the rubbish we may find in the ocean and what sea animals
this may harm. Room 6 and 7 have enjoyed learning
about the ocean and the different ways we can save
the environment.

ROOM 11
In Maths warm up we have been doing, “Which Shape does
Not Belong?.
So why does this upside down triangle not belong.
Then we explain why it does not belong.
With Mrs Maier we have been leaning about the gold fields.
How people lived in little huts made out of canvas and we
made our own little gold fields.

By Jack White

ROOM 12
R U Ok Day was on Thursday September 10th Week 8.
Room 12 watched a short clip and had a conversation
around how to support their friends.
We used the R U Ok Day resources, worksheet and
re enacted scenarios in pairs.
Ask, Listen, Encourage action and Check in.

ROOM 14
Room 14 students have been investigating poetry in English.
We have investigated Limericks, Haiku, Concrete and Cinquain poems. We had lots of discussion about the meaning
behind the poems and although not all of us liked them, we
agreed that poetry makes us feel something and the words
the Poet chose helped convey that meaning.
Students were able to explain the structures and then created their own. Here are some of the ones we had fun creating. Can you work out the rules?
Limerick
There once was a man from Spain
Who had a big brain
He built a submarine
To become a marine
He then became tame: by Eljaye
Limerick

There once was stinky cheese
I saw it when on my knees
It had a lot of mould
Its worse than not saying please: by Mohntana

ROOM 14
Haiku
The Dolphin
Silver tail splashes
There’s something in the water
Happy laughing kids: by Ella & Eljaye
Haiku
Bear
A cold snowy night
The Bear is always sleeping
Everyone sleeping: by Lucas

Haiku
Bear
It’s cold at midnight
I'm going to hibernate
This bear sleep’s tonight: by Taya

ROOM 14
Cinquain
Kitten’s
Fussy, Cuddly
I love tiny Kitten’s

Playing, scratching, licking, rolling
Feline: by Presea

Cinquain
Brown Bear
Brown, Black, Grey White
Always hunting for fish
Roaring, grizzling, running, hunting
Scary: by Amisha

FOODBANK
A HUGE Thank you to the wonderful act of
kindness from Foodbank.
Each fortnight South Downs School is donated
20 packed boxes of goodies.
Your child will at times come home with a box of
goodies, we are making sure that ever student
brings a box home to share the kindness all
round.
If you would not like to have a box-please inform
me at the Front Office or in person.

Phone 8255 6380
Thank you

FINANCE NEWS

Dear Parent/Caregiver
For the 2021 school year, the Governing Council has approved a proposed
materials and services charge amount of $246. Below is a copy of the
approved M&S fees allocation of charges as per Section129 of the Education
and Children’s Services Act 2019 that allows schools, in consultation with the
governing council, to charge, collect and recover a materials and services
charge.
If you have any questions,

please contact the
Principal,
Bec Jamieson.
This is also a gentle reminder that there
are still some fees outstanding for 2020 for
items such as swimming and M&S fees.
If you can pop into the office to finalise
these fees it would be greatly

appreciated.
Take care
Emma Dudley

Student Wellbeing
I am so pleased to be able to announce that I have successful won my position as Wellbeing Leader here at South Downs Primary School for the next three years.
I am excited at the thought of being able to now implement more wellbeing programs
and strengthen the programs that we already have in place.
As always, if you would like to discuss any issues, please feel free to contact me at the
school to arrange a suitable time. My door is always open.

Student Voice
The Student Voice students met with me this week and had lots of fantastic suggestions for
fundraising activities and ideas for creating class gardens.
It was decided that the last day of this term will be a Casual Clothes Day with $1 Zooper
Doopers for sale at both lunch breaks.

HATS HATS HATS
The school now has a policy that school hats need to be worn all year round. I have noticed a lot of students who are losing or misplacing their hats and with the weather warming up, it’s more important than ever to make sure your child has a school hat. Students
without hats are required to play in designated, shaded areas.
Hats are available from the front office for $10.

Breakfast Club
Tuesday and Thursday mornings
8.30am to 9.50am.
Now serving Weetbix, Cornflakes, Toast and fresh fruit
All Students and families welcome
Come and say Hi!

School Holiday Activities
Once again the Playford City Council is running school holiday programs. If you are interested contact the council or follow the link below
https://www.playford.sa.gov.au/explore/whats-on/school-holiday-program
I hope everyone has a good and break and comes back refreshed for an exciting Term 4.

David Molloy
Wellbeing Leader

Friday 25th September 2020
Casual Day & Zooper Dooper $1.00 Dismissal: 2pm

Monday 12th October 2020
School day begins 8:50am

LIBRARY NEWS
Please retune all Books back to the Library before
The 23rd September 2020 Thank you

CYBER SAFETY POLICE VISIT

Term 3 and Term 4
Student need to wear the School Hats for both
Lunch and Recess Play.
School Hats
are available to purchase at the front office for
$10.00 cash only

Lost Property

Please check the white basket that holds a few
items that may belong to your child located in the
Front Office.
Thank you

