TERM 2, WEEK 9 2020

Dear parents/caregivers,
Now that Winter has well and truly arrived, I hope that you stay
warm and continue practising social distancing measures to ensure
that we (and the state of SA) remain COVID 19 free. Further restrictions are being lifted however with holidays approaching, it is
important to follow guidelines, particularly if travelling.

Term Dates

Pupil Free Day
On Friday 5th June we had our first PFD on site. Prior to this we had
attended Berry Street training at Elizabeth Downs.

PJ Day

We started the morning with a session on the External Review and
the directions we have been given to focus on over the next three
years. For a copy of the External Review go to our school website
https://sthdownsps.sa.edu.au/.

3rd July wk.10

The partnerships learning improvement officer then took a session
which we had planned with a focus on Goal 1 of the review–which
is ‘raise student achievement through high expectations, collective
staff accountability and the regular evaluation of student performance and achievement against the success criteria’. This has and
will continue to be our focus for term 3.
Facilities
We are working closely with our facilities manager at the moment to
replace the playground near the oval. We are going to be installing
an inclusive playground that will enable wheelchair access. Fingers
crossed this will happen in term 3.

End of Term 2
3rd July wk.10

Early Dismissal
Friday 3rd
2pm wk.10

Last day of school
We are going to celebrate the last day of school with a pyjama day.
At lunch time there will be a movie and popcorn for those students
who would like to join in. As it is the last day of term there will be an
early dismissal at 2:00pm.

Start of Term 3
20th July wk.1

Have a safe and happy holiday.
Regards,
Bec Jamieson

Mavros Road, Elizabeth Downs 5113 Phone: 8255 6380 Fax: 8287 1564
Email: dl.1038.admin@school.sa.edu.au

Thank you to Ella,
Hayley and Taya
who have been running card making
sessions in the library
at break times. It has
been wonderful to
see our older students take on some
leadership roles.

Celebrations for SDPS
New Principal

Bec Jamieson
With a lovely morning tea

ROOM 6
Every Monday afternoon, Room 6 enjoy talking and
writing about their weekend. During our weekend
news lessons, the Room 6 students write a sentence
about their favourite part of the weekend and draw a
picture. Each week the student’s weekend news book
are full of amazing stories from the weekend. Room 6’s
drawings have improved immensely over the last semester, including being able to draw amazing pictures of ourselves! Well done Room 6 on all the hard
work you have done during our weekend news lessons.

ROOM 7
In Science, Room 7 have been learning about the properties of living things and what they need to stay alive. We
discovered that plants and animals need different things to
stay alive but that they both need water and air. We planted two bean seeds each and watched them grow roots,
stems and leaves. It was fun to check each day and watch
how tall they grew!
We have also been learning about how animals grow,
change and have offspring similar to themselves. We really
enjoyed watching videos showing how people change as
they grow and learn lots of the different names for baby animals. At the moment we are studying the life cycles of different animals such as chickens, butterflies and frogs. We
have been learning to sequence the different stages of the
life cycle and have been using some tricky scientific words
so we can label them accurately (Did you know that a caterpillar’s cocoon is actually called a chrysalis?!).
Room 7 has had lots of fun learning about living things in
Science this semester!!

ROOM 7
Thanks to Woolworths for their support via their
Land Care Grant for Schools

ROOM 14
Room 14 and Room 5
On a Friday morning Room 14 is buzzing with activity. This is a time
when our reading buddies from Room 5 join us for 20 minutes of
reading.
This time allows the younger students to practice their reading
skills and gain confidence when reading to an older student. The
focus of these sessions is fluency and helping younger students
comprehend the texts they are reading.
Room 14 students are gaining important skills such as - listening
and questioning. This time allows the students to really focus on
what is being read and sharing their reading knowledge with
their buddies. Throughout the book the older students will ask
questions to make sure our buddies are understanding what they
are reading.

Happy faces all around!

ROOM 11
In Room 11 a teacher named Miss Kilcullen has joined us and is
learning how to be a teacher. She is
super kind.
In class we have been learning about maths.
In maths we have been learning about fractions. We have been
doing equivalent fractions.
In Writing we have done some fast starts. We have reading groups.
Some groups have different books and they seem very interesting.
In Science we have been doing landscapes. Last week we put water on the landscape and the water and sand slid down.
from Amber Room 11/Journalist.

ROOM 5
In Room 5 we have made clay models of
characters so we can create a play to
film on the iPads.

ROOM 11

STUDENT WELLBEING
Breakfast Club

Thank you to all the students and families who have supported the
Breakfast Club program this term. I have been overwhelmed with the
support received and I’m pleased to let you know that it will be back
next term on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8.30am to 9.50am.
Don’t forget that if you and your child have already had breakfast, you
are all still welcome to join us for a bowl of cereal, a piece of toast or
maybe just a nice slice of fruit.
Thank you also to Foodbank and Kid Start for Kids for their generous donations of food.

Holiday Activities

Are you are looking for some holiday activity ideas for the kids during
the school holidays?
The City of Playford is providing school holiday activities for children and
youths of all ages. Programs such as sporting clinics, arts and crafts and
much more are available. To find out more contact the City of Playford
Council or follow the link below. www.playford.sa.gov.au/explore/whats
-on/school-holiday-program

I hope everyone has a safe and relaxing holiday and I look forward to
working with you all next term.

Student Wellbeing

Attendance
With the easing of Covid-19 restrictions it has been fantastic to see the students return and re-engage in face to face learning and catch up with
friends.
With winter well and truly upon us, I wanted to take a moment to remind
families of their responsibility to notify the school if your child is unable to attend school. You can help us by:






Ringing and informing us of the reason your child is not attending and
when they can be expected to return.
Letting Suzie in the front office or your child’s teacher know of any upcoming days when your child will be absent.
Providing the school with a doctor’s certificate if your child is absent
due to illness for three consecutive days.

Please note: Students who arrive late or leave early need to be signed in or
out by an adult to ensure we know the whereabouts of students and can
keep them safe. We are obliged to contact families who do not inform us
of a student being absent, so we are able to accurately record student attendance.

School Uniforms
It has been great to see so many students wearing the school uniform this
term. Wearing the school uniform and having a school dress code is important, as it:








Promotes pride in our school
Allows students and families to develop a sense of belonging and
community spirit
Reduces peer pressure
Promotes opportunity for equal participation
Encourages appropriate clothing for school activities such as excursions
Is economically viable as uniforms can be handed down to younger
siblings
Enables staff or authorities to easy identify children who are enrolled at
our school.

Please see Suzie at the front office if you have any questions regarding the purchasing
of school tops or jumpers.

JUAN’S PAELLA
0434 543 946
Thank you for cooking a
wonderful lunch for staff.
Juan Gallego for any
Catering Enquires

A fun day to enjoy the last day of

Term 2
Remember 2pm DISMISSAL

