
ASSEMBLY DATES EVENTS  PUPIL FREE DAYS REMINDERS 

February 28th- 9am 

April 3rd - 9am 

 

Bullying No Way  

Friday 20th March 

Harmony Week 

Sunday 15th –21st 

Sports Day March -

27th  

Term 1 -March 13th  Last Day of Term 1 - 9/4/2020 

First Day of Term 2  -27/4/2020 

Aquatics Day - 6/7 27/4/2020 

 

 

Principal’s Message  

 

Welcome to the 2020 school year, and a big welcome to all of our new students and their 

families. This is a fantastic school and I can say such a very welcoming community. We hope 

that your child is both supported and challenged to be the best that they can be during their time 

with us at South Downs Primary School. I thank each and every one of you (staff, families and 

students) for making me feel so welcome.  

Our ‘Safety, Emotions and Relationship Program’ which is run at the start of each year, focuses 

on getting to know everyone, the Child Protection Curriculum and Berry Street Pedagogies. This 

also gives an opportunity to discuss the importance of our school values, classroom and yard 

behavior expectations and class routines, such as positive culture of learning and quality work. 

This focus enables staff and students across the school to have a similar understanding of our 

expectations and priorities to best support student learning. We are all working together to help 

make South Downs Primary a safe and successful place in which to learn and play. 

The Governing Council AGM and first meeting was held on Tuesday 18
th
 February. I would like to 

acknowledge our members who have volunteered their time to support the school in both its 

educational and site improvement plan. Thank you Kora (Chair), Ashley (Secretary), Annette, 

Cathy, Louise, Amanda and Kayla. I look forward to working with you all.  

A Pupil Free Day for this term has been approved by Governing Council. This will be the last of 

our Berry Street Partnership trainings. We have been undertaking this training with both 

Blakeview Primary School and Elizabeth Downs Primary School. This date is Friday, March 13
th
.  

In week 6, March the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

, we will be involved in an External Review. All government 

schools are reviewed every 4 years. Obviously, we went through this process 4 years ago and 

we are looking forward to sharing our progress with the review team. A note was sent home early 

this week regarding students being interviewed by the review team. Please check your children’s 

bags and Facebook (South Downs Primary School) to ensure all communication is received.   

 

Regards,  

Bec Jamieson 

South Downs Primary School 

NEWSLETTER 



TERM 1 2020 



  

ROOM 3/Miss Nathanael 

 

Room 3 would like to welcome all of our new Receptions. They have 
settled in well to school life and new routines.  

We are currently learning about Rhyming words and syllables in English. 
We have been reading ‘Giraffes can’t dance’ and looked at many animals 
and their habitats, how they look and a variety of different ways to move.  

In maths we have been sorting and classifying a variety of collections, 
creating and continuing patterns as well as sequencing numbers and 
matching numbers to quantities.  

 

We look forward to running the assembly next week and hope you can 
join us there.  
 

ROOM 5/Miss Carlisle-Smith 

Dear Parents, 

The Term has got off to a great start in Room 5 with all students being 
given their reading books and all students following a new literacy 
program called Initial Lit. It is an action packed program with reading 
practice, games, songs, worksheets, handwriting practice and 
comprehension tasks. There is a story book section too that goes into 
some depth about a text. With reading books, could you make sure you 
sign their Reading Diary after they have read with you so that they can 
colour in their star at the bottom of the page. 

We are looking at numbers to 1000 in maths and have been looking at 
pattern and features of shapes. If you have any questions please feel free 
to come and ask. Thanks Tracy Carlisle-Smith 

BE Kind 

BE Safe 

BE a Learner 



ROOM 14/Mrs Bannear 

Students and teachers in Room 14 have been busy setting up class routines and 
expectations for the year. The first few weeks have been spent getting to know 
each other and working through ways that we can support our learning. We know 
how we learn best and what we need to do to keep on track. Our Focus Plans will 
help us get ready to learn daily. Students are reminded that a hat and water bottle 
are required for school every day. In our learning, we have started the term with a 
focus on the Ancient Past and Human Migration in HASS and introducing Daily 5 
for our Literacy. 

We are looking forward to a positive term. 

ROOM 11/Miss Elliott/Ms Maier   

We have been learning new words called “chronological” and “elegant”, 

Elegant means ok, for example “Miss Elliott you are looking very elegant 

today.” Also chronological means for example, put the cars in chronological 

order. We have also been learning our times tables in our maths lessons. 

We’ve been learning how to write persuasive texts. Learning to do Berry 

Street and also learning about be safe, be kind and be a learner. Also we have 

been learning to control our anger and not to flip your lid with Ms Maier.  

Written by  journalists Emma and Nelia 

 

ROOM 12/Mrs Beard/Ms Vivian 
Dear Families, 

We are passionate about our students reading because we know how much it 
opens up so much more learning about the world we live in. Please listen to your 
child/children read nightly. They need to read at least three or four pages of a 
chapter book at home each night or a full book if on lower levels to get their 
reading mileage and make reading growth. In Year 3 students are expected to be 
ready for more challenging learning tasks. This ensures they don't lose interest in 
their learning and guides them towards success. Thank you to the families that 
have helped with the completion of homework. In math we are working largely on 
number concepts. We have been establishing routines for our Literacy Block with 
a focus on smooth transitions from one learning task to another.  We have started 
on our History learning, with "The First Australians "and read the Dreamtime 
Story of "The Rainbow Serpent.' The students were fascinated with the 
significance of the story and connection to culture. We are looking forward to 
meeting you at interviews soon.  Mrs. Beard and Mrs. Vivian   



SCIENCE-AUSLAN/Miss Ratcliffe 

This term the classes across the school are looking at Chemical Sciences. 

Ms Nathaniel’s class is looking at materials and what properties they have. Is 

something light or heavy, hard or soft, smooth or rough and what is it made of. 

They have looked at things in the school grounds and described them. Ms 

Carlisle-Smith’s class have been looking at what happens when you mix 

everyday items e.g. cornflour and water, water and oil and what happens if you 

add detergent. Ms Beard’s class are looking at what happens to solids and 

liquids when you add or take away heat. We have used oil, water, cordial, 

honey, chocolate buttons. Ms Elliot’s class are also looking at solids, liquids and 

gases. We are learning about liquids and viscosity as well as what makes 

something a solid, liquid or gas. Ms Bennear ear's class are looking at the 

many ways materials can be changed with heat or cold and whether they can 

return to their original state.  

Auslan  

In Auslan the younger children are practising and learning signs based on 

colour, numbers and family signs. The primary students are practising 

fingerspelling their names and signs based on family. They are using sentences 

to introduce other people. Here are some signs that we showed you last year 

and we will add to them next newsletter. 

 

 

1: How are you? 

2: Good 

3: Busy 

BE Kind 

BE Safe 

BE a Learner 



ROOM 6/Miss Dimi   

ROOM 7/Miss Laura 

Swimming - This term room 6 and 7 have begun swim-

ming lessons again at the Aqua Dome. Every Thursday, both 

classes get the bus to swimming. Room 6 have had lots of fun 

learning to kick their legs and swim around with their flotation 

devices. Room 7 have had fun in the big pool showing off their 

amazing swimming skills. Room 6 and 7 have shown great in-

dependence skills when getting ready for swimming and get-

ting ready to go back to school. There have been lots of smiles 

and laughs from all students and staff. We are very excited to 

continue this all throughout Term1 and Term 4. 

Student Well-Being 
Hi, my name is David Molloy and I’m excited to be taking on the role of 

Student Well-Being Leader this year and looking forward to working 

with students and their families, staff and members of the wider com-

munity to continue the great work here at South Downs Primary 

School. Many people have already made me feel so welcome and I’m 

very appreciative of their support.  

So a big thank you to you. I'm here to assist students and their fami-

lies and strongly believe that working together in partnership leads to 

improved communication between the school and home and any is-

sues that may arise can be resolved in an open and respectful man-

ner. 

If you would like to make a time with me to have a chat, please feel 

free to contact me on 8255 6380 to arrange a meeting. 

I look forward to getting to know you and your child. 

David Molloy 

 





BE Kind   BE Safe   BE A Learner 

 

There will be no more  

School Banking at South Downs Primary School 

Sorry for any inconveniences. 

Thank you Lee Burdon for your support in running this program. 

 



BE Kind   BE Safe    BE A Learner 



BE Kind   BE Safe    BE A Learner 

 

Material and Services Charge for 2020 

 

The Material and Services Fee has been determined by the 

Department for Educating. The Standard Sum for $244.00 

with no additional chargers.  

 

If you have a general enquiries please ring the school on 

8255 6380 

Road Safety Reminder  

Just a reminder that the staff car park is NOT a drop off or pick up 

zone. There is not enough room in the car park to turn around, re-

sulting in cars using the court. This is a huge safety concern for our 

students. The gate will be fixed very soon however in the interim 

please do not enter this area.   

Some of the taxi’s that drop students off in the morning are needing 

to use the disabled park, not the taxi park for obvious reasons. 

Please respect this while we are working with the council to repaint 

the area.  

If you have questions specific to your child, we are more than happy 

to chat with you, please come in and make a time so that conversa-

tions are not rushed before or after school.  

Regards, 

Bec Jamieson  



ROOM 10 WITH MR CAMPBELL 

 

A Creative start for 2020 
 

2020 has already provided creative ways in which 
the students can connect with the curriculum.  

 

As part of this we have used cooking to explore 
'Procedure Writing', 'Visual Arts' to develop signs 
communicating South Downs message of 'Be Kind, 
Be Safe, Be a Learner' and 'Information Technology' 
to provide inspiring ways to develop the students' 
handwriting skills. 

 

Each student is to be congratulated for the way in 
which they have connected with their learning dur-
ing the early stages of this year. 





 

 

Always Be Kind 
 

If you see someone falling behind, walk beside them. 

If someone is being ignored, find a way to include them. 

If someone has been knocked down, life them up. 

Always remind people of their worth. 

Be who you needed when you were going through hard 

times. 

Just one small act of kindness could mean the world to 

someone.  



BE Kind   BE Safe    BE A Learner 

 

South Downs School Hat 

Available for purchase at the front office for $10.00 

Students are to wear hats in Term 1 and Term 4 

From Governing Council 

The school's Governing Council needs you!  

All are welcome to join, come in have a coffee and 

meet other parents and have your say within our 

school.  

Volunteering is optional. Please come along and join us 

in making this school awesome! 

Thank you  

Kora White & Committee . 


